
 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

THE LIST ENVIRONMENTAL FIRMS
Ranked by number of Los Angeles County environmental employees

 NEXT WEEK
The 50 Largest Banks and the Largest 
Savings and Loans in L.A. County

THE 25 largest environmental firms in 
Los Angeles County employ 2,100 
workers. The companies listed pro-

vide services such as water and wastewater 
treatment, landfill design and management, 
brownfield redevelopment, cleanup of mold 
and other toxic materials and recycling ser-
vices. They work with government, residen-
tial, commercial and industrial clients.

Tetra Tech, a Pasadena environmental 
engineering and consulting firm, reported 
local personnel increased from 196 environ-
mental employees last year to 235 currently. 
It has a total of 13,000 employees world-
wide, up from 12,000 last year. It reported 
revenue of $2.2 billion last year, down from 
$2.3 billion in 2009.

Several recycling firms are among the 
largest environmental firms in the county. 
They include Pomona-based Mission 
Recycling with 50 employees and Long 
Beach-based Corridor Recycling with 48 
employees.

Some companies on the list also provide 
other types of services, including engineer-
ing and construction work. The Business 
Journal ranks the list by local number of 
employees dedicated to environmental ser-
vices only.

Firms listed operate 85 offices locally 
and more than 1,500 worldwide.

– David Nusbaum

WASTE Management 
Inc. remained the 
largest environmental 

firm operating in Los Angeles 
County with 1,225 employees, 
a slight decline from last year. 
It did not disclose local revenue 
figures. The Houston-based 
operator of trash and recycling 
collection facilities reported 
$12.5 billion in revenue last year, 
a 6.1 percent increase from 2009. 
Net income declined from $994 
million in 2009 to $953 million 
last year.

Local operations for the com-
pany include a recycling plant 
in Sun Valley. The plant used to 
operate as the Bradley Landfill, 
but was turned into a recycling 
and green-waste processing plant.

It has other landfills in Lancaster and Palmdale, and collection facili-
ties in Antelope Valley, Santa Clarita and South Bay. Other local offices 
provide hauling services in Compton, Los Angeles and Sun Valley.

The company employs a total of 45,000 workers around the country, 
up from 43,400 workers last year. It serves more than 20 million resi-
dential, industrial, municipal and commercial clients with a network of 
390 collection operations, 294 transfer stations, 271 active landfill sites, 
91 recycling centers, plus several waste-to-energy plants and landfill gas 
projects. Waste Management posted revenue of $12.5 billion in 2010.

– David Nusbaum

Larry Metter: Waste Management VP

 THE PACESETTER THE TRENDS
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Solid waste disposal in Los Angeles County declined again.
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State Environmental Industry
Recycling rates in California for bottles and cans.

0

20

40

60

80

100%

2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009

Source: California Integrated Waste Management Board

OCTOBER 31, 2011  LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL   17

Please see page 18



18   LOS ANGELES BUSINESS JOURNAL   THE LIST OCTOBER 31, 2011

Continued from page 17


